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to memorize poetry. Their interest in a wide range of read-
ing also is an important factor in increasing their vocabu-
lary. In the primary grades the reading should deal largely
with familiar experiences. In the fourth, fifth, and sixth
grades the use of unfamiliar experiences and new words in
the reading is advocated to increase the size and vividness
of the vocabulary. Firsthand experiences, however, still con-
tribute most to the vitality of a child's vocabulary.
Grammatical Correctness. — The Charters' Diagnostic
Language Tests 18 indicate a noticeable degree of progress,
under typical school conditions, from Grade IV to Grade VI
in correcting grammatical errors. In the *'Miscellaneous A
Test" consisting of a variety of errors, such as He is badder
than 19 She dresses nice, I only need one pin in this dress,
the average number of sentences corrected in an accepted
manner was 9.3 for grade IV, 11.6 for grade V, and 16,5 for
grade VI. In another page of forty different errors, such as
/ ain't got any, I don't want no more, Tain't true, the aver-
age score in the third grade was only 7.9 sentences. In the
fourth grade the score increased to 17.8; in the fifth, to 22.0;
and in the sixth, to 27.3. In the test of incorrect usage of
verbs containing such errors as we was on time, we laid down
last night, has the bell rang?, there was likewise a marked
improvement from Grades III to VII. The scores on the
test of correct use of pronouns also increased.
Special Forms of Speech. — Secret languages such as "pig
Latin*' appear in this period. This interest in secret lan-
guage might be sublimated into an interest in the study of
a foreign language in these grades, if it is taught in such a
way as to fit the children's level of maturity.
Slang is an undesirable form of expression which begins
to appear in this period. "The rest of the gang uses slang"
is to a ten-year-old sufficient reason for adopting it. Striking
and unusual occurrences such as are met in the child's larger
world demand expressive words. Forceful, vivid slang
should be retained in the particular situations to which it
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